Wonderful Wetland Words

	Grade Level

7-12

Subject Areas

Language Arts, Social Studies, Geography

Skills

Analysis, organization and presentation of information

Duration

1 hour; longer for research

Group Size
Class divided into groups of 3 or 4

Setting

Classroom

Vocabulary

Derivation, root, etymology

New Jersey CCS

Language Arts 3.1.2, 3, 8

Language Arts 3.2.2, 5

Social Studies 6.5.13, 15

Social Studies 6.3.1, 9

Social Studies 6.7.1

CCWR 3.4

CCWR 4.2


	Objectives

After completing this activity, students will:

· recognize some of the many words associated with wetlands.
· appreciate the derivation of words and how language evolves
· use research skills to study work etymology
Background

Just as plants and animals change over time in response to changes in their habitats, language also evolves as time passes.  Most words can be traced back to their “roots”, the words from which they are derived.  Many words in the English language, especially scientific words, can be traced back to Latin or Greek roots, although English is actually a Germanic language.  Many North American words can be traced back to the languages of Native Americans or those of early European settlers.  It is fun and interesting to look back into the history of modern words, and wetlands terms, like those pertaining to the Hamilton-Trenton Marsh, provide a fascinating source of words to investigate.

Materials
· copies of the Word List (one per student)

· pencil and paper for each group

· copy of the Answer Sheet (for teacher)

· research books from the library (see Resources)

· local area map 




Procedure

Warm Up

Discuss the fact that language is constantly evolving, and that the English language especially is a vast melting pot of words from many different sources.  Ask the students whether they know the origins of their first or last names.  Do their names “mean” something?  Last names often relate to a type of profession (e.g. Baker), or to a type of relationship (e.g. Johnson).  Suggest that wetlands terms like those pertaining to the Hamilton-Trenton Marsh provide a fascinating window into the history of the English language.

Part 1

1. Divide the class into groups of three or four and distribute copies of the Word List to each student.

2. Tell the students that the list contains 10 words associated with wetlands, but that these terms are hidden among other words.  The students must work within their groups to identify as many wetland terms as possible.  Tell them they will be scored according to their results:  +2 points for each correct selection, and –1 point for each incorrect selection.

3. Give each group 10-15 minutes to discuss their selections quietly among themselves.  At the end of the time period, each group should have decided on its 10 wetland words.  If a group finishes early, members may work on writing definitions for each of their chosen words.

4. Ask one student from each group to report on the group’s selections.

5. Read off the correct wetland words (in bold on the Answer Sheet).

6. Each group should score itself as follows:  
correct selection = +2 points

incorrect selection = -1 point

7. How well did the groups perform?  Ask some groups to share some of their definitions.  Are they the same as those on the Answer Sheet?  Do they sound convincing?

Part 2

1. After the word game, discuss the fact that these wetland words all came from somewhere (were derived) and have evolved to their present state.

2. Tell the students they will be conducting their own research on the etymology of the words on their word list.  Give them the following pointers:

· Ask your school or public librarian to show you the reference section of the library and several etymological guides (see Resources, below).

· Start by looking in a dictionary that includes etymological information such as root languages.

· Use as many of the books listed below as you can to compile more information.

3.
Have students research several of the words individually or in teams, and make short reports of their findings.  You may choose to have students research only the wetland words, or all the words on the list.
Extensions

· Challenge the students to use each wetland word in a sentence that describes how it is related to the Hamilton-Trenton marsh.

· Divide students into groups and give each group a local map.  Ask them to identify what they believe are wetland areas.  Do these places have names?  Discuss factors such as root language, physical geography, significant events, which could have led to specific place names.

· Divide the students into groups of 3 or 4, and give a dictionary to each group.  Challenge them to find 5 words, and write either the real definitions or make up definitions.  Get each group to share with the class- can their classmates guess which definitions are correct and which are made up?

Assessment

Ask students to:

· identify wetland terms.

· research and report on the evolution of wetland terms.

Resources

Adams, Ramon.  Western Words.  Norman:  University of Oklahoma Press.

Ayto, John.  Dictionary of Word Origins.  New York:  Arcade Publishing.

Barnhart, Robert K., editor.  The Barnhart Dictionary of Etymology.  H.W. Wilson Company.

Hendrickson, Robert.  The Henry Holt Encyclopedia of Word and Phrase Origins.  New York:  Henry Holt and Company.

The Oxford English Dictionary.  Oxford:  Clarendon Press.

Shipley, Joseph T. Dictionary of Word Origins.  New York:  Philosophical Library, Inc.

Stewart, George R.  American Place Names.  Oxford:  Oxford University Press.

Credits

This activity was adapted from “Chrysti the Wordsmith on Wetlands” in 

WOW!  The Wonders of Wetlands, 

Environmental Concern Inc. and The Watercourse, 1995.
Word List

Detritus

Dudeen

Flitch

Wimple

Sedge

Neap

Scoria

Pumpkinseed

Ephebus

Lenape

Spatterdock

Stinkpot

Salep

Loosestrife

Recharge

Crampon

Costrel

Alewife

Carpal

Monteith

Answer Sheet

alewife:  a NW Atlantic fish that swims up rivers to spawn in the spring

carpal:  a bone in the wrist

costrel:  a large bottle or flask with loops by which it may be hung

crampon:  either of a pair of spiked iron plates fastened to shoes to prevent slipping

detritus:  an accumulation of disintegrated material; debris

dudeen:  a short-stemmed clay tobacco pipe

ephebus:  in ancient Athens, a young man undergoing physical and military training

flitch:  side of bacon

Lenape:  a Native American tribe once inhabiting the Delaware River valley

loosestrife:  the purple loosestrife is a non-native, invasive wetland plant with a spike of purple flowers

monteith: a large punch bowl

neap:  designating the tides at the times when the high tide is lower and the low tide is higher than the corresponding spring tides

pumkinseed:  a small sunfish

recharge:  process by which groundwater gets replenished when rain seeps into the ground

salep:  the starch dried tubers of various orchids, ground up and used for food

scoria:  the slag or refuse left after metal has been smelted from ore

sedge:  grasslike wetland plant having solid, triangular stems

spatterdock:  yellow pond lily

stinkpot:  small turtle of the E and S U.S.

wimple:  a woman’s head covering, now worn by certain orders of nuns

